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This paper presents adsorption isotherms for R-507A, which is a near azeotropic mixture of R-125
(pentafluoroethane) and R-143a (1,1,1-trifluoroethane) in equal mass fractions, on a Maxsorb III specimen
of activated carbon in the temperature range of about (5 to 70) °C and pressure up to 15 bar. The data were
obtained using the desorption method to an estimated precision of 5 % and fitted to three isotherm equations,
namely, Dubinin-Astakhov, Langmuir, and Tóth. The adsorption parameters were determined. Some
peculiarities in isosteric heating behavior were observed.

Introduction

Refrigerant 507A, which is a near azeotropic mixture of equal
mass fractions of pentafluoroethane (R-125) and 1,1,1-trifluo-
roethane (R-143a), is used as a refrigerant for low- and medium-
temperature supermarket refrigeration and is also used for
cascading with carbon dioxide refrigeration for low-temperature
freezers.1 Concerns of global warming due to refrigeration
systems arise because of two factors. The first is the direct
emission of refrigerant, which has a warming impact of more
than 3000 relative to carbon dioxide. Refrigerant leakage can
be as high as 10 % of charge per year.2 The second is the
greenhouse gas emission arising due to compression work.
Measurement of adsorption isotherms for R-507A on a highly
microporous activated carbon such as Maxsorb III is motivated
by three exigencies. The first one is the need to capture this
refrigerant’s emissions using the adsorption route. The second
is the urge to supplement energy needs of a mechanical compressor
with solid sorption based thermal compression in a stand-alone or
hybrid mode. The third is to generate data that could be used in
adsorption theories since there have been very few experimental
measurements on azeotropic refrigerant mixtures.

Consequent to confirmation of stratospheric ozone depletion
accelerated by chlorofluorocarbon refrigerants, capturing re-
frigeration emissions has also been the prime driver for
numerous adsorption measurements on various adsorbents (such
as activated carbons, zeolites, and silica gel) for this class of
refrigerants. As a result, a majority of them focus on adsorption
at subatmospheric or near atmospheric pressures. A review of
work on the recovery of the ethane and propane family HCFC
recovery is provided by Tsai.3 Adsorption data for other
ASHRAE designated refrigerants 11, 12, 13, 14, 22, 113, 115,
116, 123, 134a, 141b, and 318 are available in the literature.4–17

There are some above atmospheric pressure studies for adsorp-
tion of R-12, R-22, and R-115 at pressures to 602 kPa6 and for
HFC 134a and pressures up to 1.3 MPa.14,15

The data of Akkimaradi et al.14 were utilized by Akkimaradi
et al.18 and Banker et al.19 for an analysis and to build a
refrigeration system with Maxsorb II as the adsorbent and HFC
134a as the refrigerant.20 Adsorption data play an important role
in sizing of the thermal compression hardware and for determin-
ing the heat inventories for operation of the cycle. Saha et al.21

have shown that the adsorption refrigeration systems can be
powered by heat sources at as low as 50 °C. The objective of
this paper is to report data for adsorption of R-507A on Maxsorb
III in the pressure and temperature range of interest for
development of thermal compression systems. The method used
is the desorption method first proposed by Prakash et al.22 for
nitrogen adsorption and further improved by Saha et al.23 for
methane adsorption on Maxsorb III.

Materials and Methods

ActiWated Carbon and the R-507A. The Maxsorb specimen
labeled MSC-30 was supplied by the Kansai Coke and
Chemicals Company (Batch No. 03-07061) with a stated surface
area of 3140 m2 ·g-1 and a micropore volume (Vµ) of 1.7
cm3 ·g-1. It has a mean particle diameter of 72 µm, an ash
content of no more than 0.1 %, and moisture of no more than
0.8 %. Its pH is 4.1. The pore size distribution obtained through
nonlocal density functional theory (NLDFT) shows a peak at 2
nm confirming the highly microporous nature of the specimen
used.23 The sample of R-507A used is 99.999 % pure and was
supplied by the Asahi Glass Co., Japan.

Experimental Apparatus. The experimental apparatus is
shown in Figure 1, and measurement procedures were described
in detail elsewhere; hence only a brief outline will be given
herein.23 The adsorption cell is a slender cylindrical unit of
internal dimensions of 30 mm diameter and 300 mm depth
giving an enclosed volume (Vcell) of ∼212 cc. It has been
designed to withstand pressures to 50 bar even at 150 °C. It
was packed with 65.66 g of the activated carbon (mch) specimen
mentioned above, giving a net packing density of 0.31 g · cm-3.
The external plumbing is made up of 1/4” nominal stainless
steel tubes with an internal diameter of 4.35 mm and a set of
Swagelok fittings (valves, T’s, and crosses). The total internal
plumbline volume is estimated to be 13.1 cm3. A filter of 2 µm
stainless steel fine mesh that is capable of stopping migration
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of activated carbon particles during evacuation and desorption
was fitted in the plumbline at the exit of the cell.

Instrumentation. The instrumentation consists of (i) a 10
standard liters per minute (at 20 °C and 1.013 bar) mass flow
regulator (Kojima-Kofloc-5100) that has a measurement uncertainty
of ( 1 % of full scale (1.67 cm3 · s-1), (ii) a Kyowa-PGS-50KA
50 bar pressure transducer with an uncertainty in measurement of
( 0.1 % of full scale, (iii) a series of type K thermocouples
(supplied by Chino Corp., Japan, uncertainty of ( 0.6 °C traceable
to Japan Calibration Service System standards) precalibrated against
a platinum resistance thermometer in a precision temperature bath
for measuring temperatures of the adsorbent in the cell, the
thermostatic bath in which the entire cell is immersed, and the
ambient, and (iv) a Keithtly 2700 data acquisition system connected
to a computer. Data were logged at about 1 s intervals over the
entire duration of each process, namely, adsorption, isosteric
heating, desorption, and isosteric cooling. The circulating water
bath could give a stability of ( 0.1 °C.

Experimental Procedures. The adsorption cell was subjected
to repeated filling, baking, and evacuation sequences to ensure
that any residual gas is only R-507A. The sequence of operations
is depicted in Figure 2. The cell is filled slowly with R-507A
with the cell at a temperature between (5 and 30) °C (Tads). To
ensure that there is no condensation of R-507A in the lines nor
in the cell, the filling pressure (p1) is always less than the
saturation pressure (psdes) corresponding to the desorption
temperature of the cell and that corresponding to the ambient
(psa). After the cell has stabilized (at state 1 in Figure 2), it is

isolated and then slowly heated (over several hours) to the
desired temperature of the isotherm (state 2 in Figure 2). When
the cell reaches equilibrium at the set point of the isotherm, its
pressure at that state is taken as the pressure on the isotherm
before desorption (pi). The cell is gradually desorbed over
periods of the order of several 100’s of seconds until the flow
rate falls to a value that is one order of magnitude higher than
the uncertainty of the mass flow regulator. The pressure of the
cell is allowed to stabilize (at state 3 in Figure 2), which gives
the final pressure after desorption on the isotherm (pf).

The primary data are the time-dependent flow rate through
the mass flow regulator, the initial and final cell pressures (pi

and pf), and cell and ambient temperatures (Tcell and Ta). The
flow data are directly reduced to standard liters desorbed (Std
Ldes) by numerical integration of the flow record and converted
to total mass desorbed using standard conditions specified by
the flow meter manufacturer. This desorbed mass needs to be
corrected for the internal cell void and the pipeline volume.23

The void volume (Vvoid) is calculated as follows

Vvoid )Vcell -
mch

Fs
-Vµmch (1)

Since 65.66 g of carbon has been packed into the cell of 211.95
cm3, assuming a solid carbon density (Fs) of 2.2 g · cm-3, the
cell void is 70.5 cm3. The desorbed mass corrections are defined
as follows

∆mvoid )Vvoid[Fi(pi, Tdes)-Ff(pf, Tdes)] (2)

∆mpipe )Vpipe[Fi(pi, (Tdes + Ta) ⁄ 2)-Ff(pf, (Tdes + Ta) ⁄ 2)]
(3)

where F is the density of R-507A and subscripts i and f refer to
initial final states. Since the plumbline volume is only about 6
% of the cell volume, its effect is rather marginal. The density
data for R-507A are calculated using the program REFPROP.24

Table 1 gives the raw data.

Correlation of data

The isotherm equations to which the data are regressed to
are the Langmuir, Tóth, and Dubinin-Astakhov (DA) equations
in the following form
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where C is the mass concentration (g ·g-1); W ) CVa; Va is the
adsorbed phase specific volume; and R is the universal gas
constant (8.314 J ·mol-1 ·K-1). In the case of DA eq 6, the
adsorbed phase volume is calculated as14

Va )Vb exp[Ω(Tdes - Tb)] (7)

where

Ω)
ln( b

Vb
)

(Tc - Tb)
(8)

In the above equation, subscripts b and c refer to normal boiling
and critical points. For R-507A, Tc ) 343.8 K, Tb ) 226.4 K,

Figure 1. Schematic arrangement of the desorption apparatus.

Figure 2. Sequence of charging, heating, and desorption.
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and Vb ) 7.59 ·10-4 m3 ·kg-1.24 The Van der Waals volume b
) RTc/8pc. Here, pc ) 37.05 bar,24 yielding b ) 7.59 ·10-4

m3 ·kg-1 and Ω ) 2.14 ·10-3 K-1. The saturation vapor pressure
is calculated using the Wagner equation.25

Since the difference in equilibrium concentrations between
two pressures pi and pf along an isotherm Tdes is measured, the
isotherm equations can be used to describe the desorption as
follows

∆CTdes
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A regression analysis is made to secure the least-squares for
deviations between experimental differential concentrations
against the right-hand side of each of eqs 9 to 11. The entire
calculation scheme has been programmed on a spreadsheet.

Assessment of OWerall Uncertainty. In addition to uncertain-
ties associated with the instrumentation, averaging the cell
temperature during desorption, and the void correction, there
will be certain errors introduced due to mathematical regression
resulting in deviations between the measured desorption and
that obtained from the respective equations. It is expected that

the overall uncertainty will be within ( 5 % with a minimum
of 0.012 g ·g-1.

Results and Discussion

Figure 3 shows a plot of differences on the right-hand sides
of eqs 9 to 11 against measured ∆C for the condition of least-
squares. The optimized values are k0, ∆hst, t, Wo, E, and n and
are listed in Table 2. The intercept indicates the goodness of
fit, which should be zero for a perfect fit.

Figure 4 makes a comparison of goodness of fits of all the
isotherm equations wherein the deviations between experimental
and calculated differences between fits are compared. As can
be seen from data in Table 2, the DA equation gives a good
description of the present measurements of R-507A adsorption
on Maxsorb III. There is only a marginal improvement with
the Tóth equation over the Langmuir equation.

There are some marginal differences, albeit within the limits
of experimental uncertainties, between the three equations of

Table 1. Raw Adsorption Data for R-507A from All Experiments

Tdes/°C Ta/°C pi/bar pf/bar Std Ldes ∆mvoid/g ∆mpipe/g ∆C/g ·g-1

4.6 15.9 6.35 2.43 6.16 1.48 0.26 0.337
18.9 16.5 10.31 2.63 9.17 2.96 0.56 0.488
19.1 28.8 9.60 1.99 11.48 2.82 0.51 0.627
19.2 20.3 4.44 1.78 6.80 0.86 0.16 0.386
24.1 27.7 10.79 2.06 11.94 3.23 0.59 0.647
24.2 20.5 5.16 1.89 7.26 1.05 0.20 0.409
24.2 25.1 6.91 1.89 9.74 1.67 0.31 0.545
29.0 29.2 6.24 1.92 8.75 1.38 0.26 0.492
29.1 28.1 4.24 1.91 5.62 0.71 0.13 0.319
29.1 30.1 10.56 2.07 11.87 3.01 0.56 0.646
29.1 28.9 7.81 2.08 10.02 1.90 0.35 0.557
29.2 28.9 9.42 2.26 10.72 2.47 0.46 0.588
29.2 28.4 12.20 1.99 12.83 3.78 0.71 0.689
29.2 27.7 3.45 1.91 3.99 0.47 0.09 0.227
29.3 20.6 5.83 2.02 7.44 1.21 0.23 0.417
29.4 24.5 7.83 2.08 9.74 1.90 0.36 0.540
33.9 13.5 9.90 2.62 9.81 2.48 0.50 0.534
34.3 19.6 6.58 2.08 8.08 1.41 0.27 0.451
34.4 24.1 9.35 1.89 11.32 2.47 0.48 0.624
39.1 32.2 6.84 2.07 8.48 1.47 0.28 0.474
39.2 29.8 8.60 2.00 10.42 2.10 0.40 0.577
39.2 31.5 8.10 2.01 9.90 1.92 0.36 0.550
39.2 21.7 7.94 2.17 8.86 1.81 0.35 0.490
39.3 30.7 7.20 2.26 8.10 1.53 0.29 0.450
39.3 31.2 5.96 2.10 7.18 1.17 0.22 0.403
39.3 30.7 4.68 1.99 5.69 0.80 0.15 0.322
39.3 31.8 10.68 2.02 12.31 2.87 0.55 0.674
39.3 30.5 5.53 2.29 6.00 0.98 0.19 0.336
39.3 30.1 9.68 1.95 11.61 2.50 0.48 0.640
39.3 26.2 10.26 2.46 10.22 2.58 0.50 0.556
44.1 23.5 8.85 1.82 10.67 2.18 0.43 0.590
54.2 22.5 11.47 1.93 11.75 2.93 0.60 0.640
59.1 22.3 12.74 1.82 12.88 3.34 0.70 0.699
63.9 20.1 15.12 3.48 12.18 3.68 0.81 0.651
69.0 18.2 11.60 2.46 10.00 2.63 0.56 0.542

Figure 3. Differences in RHS’s of eqs 9 to 11 vs ∆C. 0, Langmuir; ∆,
Tóth; O, DA.

Table 2. Adsorption Parameters for Langmuir, Tóth, and DA
Equations

parameter Langmuir Tóth DA

k0 1.93 ·10-5 2.10 ·10-5

∆hst/J ·mol-1 23490 23460
E/J ·mol-1 5740
t or n 0.93 1.47
C0/g ·g-1 1.702 1.778
W0/cm3 ·g-1 1.175
Ω 2.138 ·10-3

average 3 3.1 2.3
regression error/%
intercept -5.00 ·10-3 -4.78 ·10-3 1.07 ·10-4

Figure 4. Comparison of deviations between calculated and experimental
uptake differences. 0, Langmuir; ∆, Tóth; O, DA.
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isotherms considered here. A comparison of isotherms at a few
temperatures is depicted in Figure 5.

It is possible to extract the isosteric heat of adsorption from
pressure and temperature recordings during the heating phase
(1-2 in Figure 2). Although by and large a linear relation existed
between ln p and 1/T, at low concentration levels, under some
conditions the behavior was somewhat peculiar as seen in Figure
6. The vapor pressure curve of R-507A is depicted for the sake
of comparison. The flattened S shaped nature of the curve was
pronounced when relatively high loading was used with
pressures close to saturation pressure at Tads. As a consequence,
it has not been possible to correlate this property conclusively
to date. It is possible that the adsorbed phase volume depends
on pressure as well. In the cases where relative uptakes are less
than 0.78, there exists a linear relation between ln p and 1/T.
Data extracted from slopes yielding the isosteric heat of
adsorption are presented in Figure 7. In general, the isosteric
heat of adsorption in the case of R-507 shows a weak uptake
dependence unlike in the case of methane.23 The average value
of isosteric heat of adsorption so obtained (21000 J ·mol-1) is
about 10 % less than that obtained from the Tóth and Langmuir
correlations, where it enters as a correlating parameter.

A drawback of the desorption method of measurement is that
if the isotherm has a point of inflection (as happens in IUPAC

type II isotherms at high uptakes) the method described for
difference in concentrations will not hold well. Adsorption of
HFC 134a on a Maxsorb II specimen at low temperatures and
high pressures is known to tend toward a type II isotherm.14

One of the presumptions is that the isotherm equations
considered here can describe the adsorption phenomena which
happens only in IUPAC type I isotherms for which the isotherm
equations opted to hold well.

Conclusions

Adsorption data for R-507A on a Maxsorb III specimen of
activated carbon were obtained through desorption measure-
ments. The measurements cover the temperature range of (5 to
70) °C and pressures up to 15 bar. The data were correlated to
three popular isotherm equations. Low uptake isosteric heat of
adsorption data were extracted from the experimental measure-
ments, which appear to be well interpreted from that derived
from the Tóth and Langmuir equations. The Tóth equation yields
only a marginal improvement over the Langmuir equation.
Adsorption of R-507A on a Maxsorb III specimen is somewhat
less than that of HFC 134a on Maxsorb II indicating weaker
Van der Waals forces in the former.
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